WHO & WHAT ARE THE COLUMBIETTES

I will be explaining to you some information regarding our Columbiette organization.

Please feel free, at any time, to ask questions or make comments on any issue presented.

1. The Knights of Columbus was founded on March 29, 1882 under the direction of Rev. Michael J. McGivney with twelve Catholic men.  Papal authority has designated the Knights of Columbus as “the right arm of the Church.”  Through the years they have achieved much in the field of fraternity, unity, charity and patriotism.

2.
In 1939 Msgr. J. Francis McIntyre conceived the idea of a ladies organization to work with the Knights of Columbus.  The New York Chapter Knights of Columbus formulated a plan for such an organization.


With the dedicated work and skillful leadership of our founders, the Honorable Margaret Mary J. Mangan, Leo Coyle and Charles Marucca, the Columbiette organization was founded upon the ideals of Columbianism and service inspired by the principals of our Catholic faith.

On March 2, 1939 the first Columbiette Auxiliary was instituted in New York City.  Since  then the Columbiette organization has grown nationally.

There are four levels in our Columbiette organization:  Auxiliary, Chapter, State and Supreme.  The Supreme Council governs all levels.

3.
The purpose of the Columbiettes is to aid the Knights of Columbus in the promotion of their programs, promoting the ideals of Columbianism.

The Columbiettes also have their own goals and activities, such as spiritual, educational, social and moral programs.  We hope that you will participate in every phase of the Auxiliary’s activities.


Would you be willing to serve the Columbiettes and your affiliated Council to the best of your ability?

4.
The Columbiettes are a truly Catholic organization and we expect you to continue to live up to your Catholic faith.  We are especially concerned with the Commandments of God, the Precepts of the Church, Corporate Communion and the duties of the Columbiettes, such as attendance at meetings and support of our activities.
5.
As a Catholic and a Columbiette, we are concerned about the laws of our country regarding legislation and civic matters on all levels of government (i.e.): abortion, prayer in school, pornography, etc.
6.
As for socialibilty, the best way to get acquainted is by volunteering to work on a committee, being friendly at meetings and making acquaintances among your sister Columbiettes.  Tonight could be that first step.

7.
Are there any particular activities or hobbies in which you are interested, for example:  Church or Civic activities or volunteer work.  Your talents or hobbies could help in making our fund raisers a financial success as well as adding your talents to our social events.

8.
We are interested in knowing who or what brought your attention to our organization.

9.
In this organization we have two degrees that you must take.  We are certain you will find them both very rewarding.

10.
There are yearly dues of $15 and an initiation fee of $12 which must be paid prior to your investiture.
11.
We are a Catholic organization and as Catholic women are expected to live by our faith.  All that you do as Columbiettes reflects not only upon the Columbiettes, but also upon the Knights of Columbus and the Church.
12.
Are there any questions you would like to ask concerning our organization?  If so, please don’t hesitate to contact us and we will be happy to answer them.

13.
Ladies we thank you for your interest and we sincerely hope that you as a Columbiette will enjoy your association in our organization for many years.
2009-2010 Officers:
President


Mary Harper


954-471-4017 or 954-971-1899

Vice President

Virgie Marrero

954-234-4303

Past President

Mary Schmidt


954-345-6108

Secretary


Linda Pietroniro

954-972-7707

Financial Secretary

Mary Castro


954-979-5716

Treasurer


Marlene McDermott

954-972-3003

Sentinel


Maria Luongo


954-957-9855

The Columbiettes meet the second Tuesday of the month at 7pm in the Community Center.
Eyeglasses:  If you have any eye glasses that you can’t use –give them to Jo Colon or drop them off at the church office and they will put them in the Columbiette mail box.

On March 23rd the Knights and Columbiettes of Council 6590 hosted a “Pot Luck Dinner” with Seminarians as our guests.  They were Daniel Martin (from Coral Springs), Biju Vells (from Pine Crest) and Fredy A. Yara (from Pompano).  Each of them was presented with a check of $500.00.  We, the Columbiettes were very proud to donate $500 toward their future.  Hopefully next year we can do the same.
The Columbiettes South East Chapter is having an American Cancer “Relay for Life” in Plantation on April 16th and 17th.  If you would like to be a part of it or would like to donate, please call the Team Captain – Mary Harper 954-471-4017.

Florida Columbiette State Convention will be held in Fort Lauderdale on April 30th, May 1st & 2nd, 2010.
God Bless you one and all!
